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te THIS Adareſs was delivered in the Form 


of a SERMON at Bentinck-Chapel, and 
St. Peter's, Cornhill—on 8 unday , March 
224. and 200k. 1796: 


THE 


DUTY OF FRUGALITY, &c 


JOHN Cnap. vi. Ver. 12. 


GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS, THAT REMAIN 
THAT NOTHING BE LOST, 


a THe character of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt exhibits to us the moſt 
lovely aſſemblage of dignity, excel- 
lence, and oondeſcenſion. He was the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the 
expreſs mage of, his perſon; no part 
of his hiſtory, therefore, is unimpor- 
tant; every incident of his life claims 
the .moſt, circumſtantial | attention. — 
Whenever we meditate. thereon, let 
us lift upour prayer to the Holy Spirit, 
that he would untold to our minds the 
hidden glories of Immanuel. — 
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Theſe words were ſpoken by this a- 
dorable perſon.— Fhe occaſion is well 
known.“ Feſus lift up his eyes, and 
ſaw a great company eome unto him.— 
He had compaſſion on them; and ſaid! 
unto Philip, whence ſhall we buy bread: 
that theſe may eat ??—Fhere are many 
diſpenſations the reaſons of which man. 
is not acquainted with; they are teſts of 
our faith, patience and ſubmiſſion.— 
The Redeemer well knew what provi- 
fions there were at hand; he addreſſed 
the queſtion to Philip merely to try his 
faith, and call his attention to the mira- 
cle, which he was going towork—** Jeſus 
ſaid this to prove him, for he himſelf 
knew what he would dv”: Human. 
nature-is ever prone to loſe ſi ght of God; 
when diſtreſs aſſails. us, we-fix our eye 
ſtedfaſtly on. our wants, and forget the 
God, who is almighty to relieve them. 


Philip and Andrew ben not to re- 
eollect the divine character of the Son 
of God —— The anſwer of Philip was 
two hundred penny worth of bread is 
not ſufficient for them, that eyery one 

of * may * a . reply 
of 


„ 
of Andrew expreſſed ſimilar diſtruſt, 
there is à lad here, who hath five bar- 
ley loaves, and two ſmall fiſhes: but 
what are they among ſo many?” The 
Saviour, with that adorable: ſimplicity, 
which ever marked his conduct, adjoins 
Make the men fit down. Now there 
was much graſs in the place. So the 
men ſat down in number about five 
thouſand.”———*< Jeſus took the loaves, 
and gave thanks.“ Bluſh ye, who riot 
in plenty, and never acknowledge the 
bounteous hand which imparts it; learn 
ſrom the Son of God the duty of grati- 
tude; Learn that prayer and praiſe add 
ſweetneſs to temporal bleſſings. Learn 
that to a heart rightly diſpoſed the leaſt 
mercy will oft occaſion an overflow of 
gratitude.” Behold the Saviour of man- 
kind, — five barley loaves and two ſmall 
fiſhes are to him a ſubject of praiſe. * 


The food increaſed in his hands; as 
ne diſtributed, it multiplied; and, pro- 
bably, by the ſame power, kept inetear- 
ing in 1 hands of his diſciples, as aal 
diſtributed tos the multitude, Thus fiv 
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1 
thouſand men, beſides women and chil- 
dren, were repleniſned as much as they 
would. 


Aktonidhing efficeey } heſpake ; lis 
done. Scarcity became plenty. The 
ſame power, is ſtill difplayed: a ſingle 
feed ſown in the earth will germinate 
and raiſe a plant, which (for example) 
ſhall contain an hundred ſeeds, all capa- 
ble of the ſame expanſion-; ſo that in 
proceſs of time, one feed would plant 
the whole world. Is not this a diſplay 
of the ſame power? Is not the Author 
of both theſe inſtances the ſame God; 
the Gon op NATURE. 


When. they were filled; „ leer ſaĩd 
unto his diſciples, GxrHER ur THE 
FRAGMENTS, THAT REMAIN, THAT. No- 
THING BE LOST.” | 


Why, after. ſueh a miracle, did he 
ſpeak. theſe, words ? It was not on ac» 
eount of indigence; he oould have re- 
peated the miracle a thouſand times ; 


nothing i is beyond his power ; all things 
were made by * and through him 
all 


. 

all things conſiſt. He iſſued this com- 
mand, to teach man a due eſtimate of 
his goodneſs; to teach the poor that it 
was Chriſt, who fed them; to teach the 
rich not to ſquander away unprofitably 
what their Lord beſtowed bountifully ; 
to teach all, both rich and poor, that 
they were dependent ereatures ;. that. 
they lived merely. by the pity of their 
Creator; and that they ought to ſhew 
the higheſt reſpect to the gifts of their 
God. ee 


Theſe words of our bleſſed Saviour 
eontain a deep reflection on the duty 
of Fx UGALIT Y. And the ſin of 
| | PRODIGALITY OÞ W.ASTEFULNESS, 


My chief defign in this addreſs is to 
recommend Chriſtan benevolence, in 
order that we may more cloſely cop 
the example of Chnft, whoſe life is ex- 
preſſed in this ſhort ſentence, ** He 
WENN ABOUT: DOING GOOD.“ 


In diſeuſfing this ſubject, I ſhall firſt 
mew wherein the ſin of prodigality or 
waſtefulneſs conſiſts. 
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II. I ſhall addreſs thoſe, ho ha ve pro- 


perty « of their own—and, thoſe, The are 


entruſted with, the property of others. 


III. Propoſe fuch conſiderations, as 
by the bleſſing of God, may tend to 
correct the evil; and you will allow 
me, to ſpeak with all poffible plain- 
neſs, as one, who means to be under» 
ſtood. | 1 fa 


Quy- fatifer is very duperhinb. our 


| glorifying God on earth, our ſerving 


our generation, and accompliſhing the 
will of our heavenly Father, depends 
greatly on the right uſe of our talent. 
I therefore requeſt your moſt ſerious at- 
tention and your earneſt prayer, that I 
may ſo ſpeak and you ſo hear, as be- 
cometh perſoss, WhO muſt 195 account 


1. FProdigality or Waſiefulneſs is a 
miſuſe of the talents. with whith God 
hath entruſted us, either by undue con- 
ſumption of them, or by a ſquandering 
negligencè of them, or by a careleffneſs 


of management. 
RIES: 220!125\G 
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All property is the gift of God—whe» 
ther it be a perſonal or. real eſtate, the 
product of labour, or. of oecaſional' be- 
nefactions, it is equally the gift of God, 
held merely under the tenure of his 

eompaſhon.. It is a ſaered' truſt to be 
uſed for his honour and glory in the 
path of duty; and it is ſubjeQ to his 
recall. whenever he pleaſes.. 


The ſacred ſeriptures have given theſe 
general directions on this ſubject — 
«« Every creature of God is good, and 
nothing to be refuſed, if it be received 
with thankſgiving: for it is ſanctified by 
the word of God and prayer,”—1 Tim. iv. 
4, 5- Le are not your own, for ye arg 
bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your ſpirit, 
which are God's. Whether ye eat or 
drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God.”—1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; 
and x. 31. * Let every man, wherein 


he is called, therein abide with God.” '— 
1 Cor. vii. 24. 


— a 
whatever you poſſeſs is of God, there 
fore 
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ſore in the uſe, which you' makeof your 
property, do nothing inconſiſtent with 


the duty, which'you-owe to God; nor 


on Which you cannot conſcientionſly 


pray! for the divine bleſſin thank Gott 
for the enjoyment, and preſerye a wav 
tional. by ra of * er 


II. 1 ſhall "I bello who are en- 
truſted with the E ere gf of f propert y. 


1 2171 12 3 $ 


It wlll lever (that God' hath | 
| boniſtituted the world Süd manifeſt ine - 


quality one perſon requires more ap- 


if e nd than another, as to his natural 


wants) As civil rank in ſo6jety differs, 
one perſon has à reſpectability of aps 


ä pearance to ſupport; Which does not 


belong n NO N Ot | 

10 389 BY ien. „ 000) SIR Gun 
Prodigality _ is incurred not merely 
by one individual's expences exceeditig 
unother's, whoſe eiteumſtances are more 
contracted, but by unneceſſary and 'uſe- 
leſs ſuperfluities; and this the*conſci- 


ence of the en mut generally 
determine; : 111 219 11109 98 
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Some inſtances are evident and pal- 
Pale. 1 10 1 1 P $2; 1 | y ae » 


"if God hath given you property, and 
inſtead of uſing it to his praiſe and honor, 
you waſte it in coſtly food, in pam- 
pering and proyoking your appetites, 
thereby attaining that refinement of 
indulgence that plain food will not ſuf- 
fice you; — Or if to gratiſy 
the pride of your own heart and your 
love of conſequence, (which, if you 
examine, you will generally detect to 
be in ſuch. inſtances the ſecret! motive) 
you contribute to unneceſſary coſtly 
viſits and expentive entertainments ; 
as if the endearing intercourſe of rati- 
nal beings was deſigned more for the 
gratification of the palate, , than the 
improvement of the mind; can you 
then ſay, that you are, as a Chriſtian, 
uſing your talents with that reſpect to 
God, which your duty. requires. 


Alas! this growing evil of luxury 
and indulgence in too many families 
rears its impious head even on the day, 
which God eminently claims as his 
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vun. The CnxisriAx SakRATN, by 
too many, is made a day of feaſting:— 
The ſacred hours, in which no works 
'but thoſe of worſhip, mercy, and ne 
effty ought to be admitted, are proſ- 
tituted to make a god of the belly; pub- 
lie worſhip is lighted; private devotion 
is precluded; and the ſervants: of the 
family, who ought to be allowed their 
-opportunities for God's ſervice, and 
whom it is the maſter's daty herein to 
accommodate, are wholly employed to 
humour the vanity of the table, or the 
taſte of ſome fri Ivolous viſtant. 


It is a certain fact, that the 195408 


tion of luxurious living is dreadful and 
iniquitous. 


It would he offenſive to purſue the 
Fubje@ through the ſhameful havock of 
the tavern, or the beaſtly ſcenery of the 
public houſe. What can be more de- 
grading to the dignity of man, than to 
fee an intelligent being. ſpending. hour 
after hour at the bottle, &c, ſtupifying 
hisſenſes, and gradually deſtroying thoſe 
* remains of intellect, which are 


ſcarce 


(788 7 
fearce ſufficient to prove that he is not 


a beaſt. Alas! that a rational bein 
fhould be ſo fallen and ſenſual! Was 


God to enter into judgment, and en- 
quire the cauſes of the diſtreſs under 
which the poor at preſent labour, it 
would be found in a great part to 
originate in the luxurious conſurp- 
tions of the table. By this means the 
general ſtock of proviſion is reduced, 
mutilated, and deſtroyed,—the price of 
proviſion exorbitantly encreaſed, —and 
the diſtreſſes of the poor highly aggra- 
vated. 


As God, in his bounty, hath ap- 
pointed the produce of the earth for 
the ſupport of his creatures, it evidently 
follows that all waſte or miſapplication 
of that produce is in its nature ſinful. 
How aggravated then muſt be the evil 
of deſtroying meat and fiſh in order to 
keep up or enhance the price—of boil- 
ing down ſolid meats, in order to make 
rich ſauces, eſſences, &c.—of waſting 
proviſions, by feeding dogs and other 
animals with what might nouriſh man. 
But what language can deſcribe the 
B enor. 
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enormity of holding back the neceſſa- 
ries of life, in order to profit and gain 
by the diſtreſs of others“. He that 
withholdeth corn, the people ſhall curſe 
him, but bleſſing ſhall be upon the head 


of him that ſclleth it.“ Prov. x1. 26. 


There are alſo other inflances of 
this growing evil; if you, who have 
no civil rank to ſupport, yet affect all 
the pomp and ſplendour of equipageand 
expence, that if, when God hath given 
you property, inſtead of contriving ho- 
you may moſt extenſively honour God 
and do good with it, you are confuming 


it upon your own gratifacations and 


the pride of your life ;”” or if, after 
yourſelf or your children are decently 
provided for, and guarded againſt the 
ordinary wants of life, your vanity, or 
your covetouſneſs is bent on hoarding 
up ſums of money, that you may be 


re puted rich when you die; or that 


your children may have large fortunes, 
you are then moſt aſſuredly guilty of 


this heinous evil. 


* Vide Paley's Moral Philoſophy, ch. xi. on the 
general rights of mankind. 
| Alas! 


6 
Alas! when a fortune, which might 
bleſs thouſands, and add to the aggre- 


gate of human happineſs, is doomed to 
feed the pride of one; how oft doth 


God teſtify his diſpleaſure, by making 


it a curſe to the ſamily. 


Another ſymptom of waſte appears in 
negligence,—if your conduct is that of 
fquandering profuſeneſs, without any 
regard to the arrangement or mode of 
your expenditure, you are guilty of this 
vice. Where there 1s no c my, no 
prudential management, it is evident 
there is no proper eſtimation of our ta- 


lents, or regard to the deſign for which 


they were given us.—PRUDENT ZAUGA- 
LITY IS THE NURSE OF HONESTY AND BE= 


WEVOLENCE.—Why is no moze good 
done in the land? Why are ſo many 
of every yank brought to ruin? The 

zeefon is this, the demands of diſſi pation 
and ſelf indulgence are unreſtrained ; 
men act withont principle ;—extrava- 
gance is indulged ;—men contract debts. 
without regard to their pay ments the 
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( 16 ) 
much ſuch depredations differ from high- 
way robberies is not difficult to determine! | 


In a word, if the chief uſe, which vou 
make of your property be to pamper 
the appetite, to feed your pride, to 
ſquander and waſte it ;—or to lay it by 

in mere inactivity, without ſerious en- 
quiry, how you may improve it to man's 
good, and God's glory; you are guilty of 
lin, and for all this God will bring thee 
| into judgment. Prov. xviii. 9.—Matt. 
| xxx. 31. &c.— James, v. 1 to 4. 
| 


What has been already advanced, no 

religious man will heſitate to acknow- 
ledge—otherwiſe what means the bible, 

when it enjoins ſelf denial? or where is 

the force of our eovenant in baptiſm? 
| 1 John ii. 15. &c. 


I But the queſtion ſtill remains; How 
. ſhall I employ my property with a good 
| conſcienee and therewith glorify God? 


It may be anſwered thus. There 1s 2 
a regard due to yourſelf, your family, 
your 


— —— 


| 9 

pour relations, the neceſſities of the 
ſtate, the church of God, the ſouls and 
bodies of your fellow creatures. And 
it is granted that all expenditure is not 
evil, which does not come under the 
article of neceſſity, God hath conſtitu- 
ted the world on principles of liberality. 
The earth brings forth what is pleaſant 
to the eye, as well as what is good for 
food. A man may enjoy both comforts, 
and conveniences with the divine blel[- 
ſing and a good conſcience, when God 
hath put it in his power.—Moazr. xxvi- 
6 to 10, 


Your inquiry however is ſtill this, 
in what proportion am I to regard my- 
felf and others? | 


The ſcriptures on this point only ten- 
der general directions, and then leave 
the application to the individual. St. 
Paul, Eph. iv. 28. © Directs every one 
to labor working with his hands the 
thing, which is good, hat he may have 
10 give, or to diſtribute peraSidcrai to 
him that needeth.” 


+ | * 3 Cor. 


* 2 ——-—m 9 


1 
— 


r 


K Mt. 88 — >. 6th. 
— — GK... LS m., 


—— — lus A, - et Coe go 


(18 ) 
1 Cor, Xvi. 2. ſpeaking concerning the 
collection for the ſaints at Jeruſalem he 


fays,—** Upon the firſt day of the week, 


let every one of you lay by him in ſtore, 
as God hath proſpered him.” 


Prov. iii. 9. 10.—* Honor the Lord 
with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt 
fruits of all thy increaſe. So ſhall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
preſſes ſhall burſt out with new wine.“ 


The Hebrews were required to devote 
the tenth of their ſubſtance to the ſup- 
port of the Sanctuary. In addition to 
this they were required to preſent their 


crifices and oblations, befides their cha- 
ritable donations to the poor. It has 
been calculated that the whole of theſe 
offerings was nearly a fixth part of the 
property of each per fon. 


From this eireumſtance, it has been 
of the Chriſtian diſpenſation cannot de- 


mand leſs liberality than the Jewiſh 
economy. 


On 


ſecond tythe, their firſt fruits, their ſa- 


argued by analogy, that the ſuperiority | 
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( 19 ) 
On the other hand, it has been obſer- 
ved, that the goſpel has given no ſpecific 
rule. A dedication to the ſervice of God 
of the tenth or ſixth of our ſubſtance, 
is too much for ſome, and 700 little for others. 


But this is certain, that you ought ſe- 
riouſly to conſider how you may ar- 
range your expenditure, and that 70 
the utmoſt of your power ſo as to ſerve God, 
to do good, to communicate,” to 
give alms of thy ſubſtance.” 


I therefore refer the matter to your 
own conſcience and your God, —juſt re- 
minding you, as an ancient philoſopher 
expreſſed it, that He who has leaſt 
wants, and does moſt good to others, is 
moſt like his maker—* he who denies 
himſelf moſt to ſerve others, is moſt like 
unto the Lord Jeſus—the more that men, 
not neglecting what they really owe to 
themſelves, employ of their care, their 
thought, time and fortune in doing 
good to their fellow creatures, the more 
they come up to the law of perfection 
* hou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 


1 Biſhop Butler's Sermon on Matt. xxii. 39. 
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Endeavour thus to live as ſenſibſe 
thou art but a ſteward, and that thy 
truſt is ſacred—Then will thy heavenly 
Father through the merits of thy Saviour 
accept thy ſervices, and pardon their 
defects. 


2. I ſhall now addreſs perſons, who 
are entruſted with the property of others; 
particularly, where there is a diſereti- 
onal management. 


I therefore particularly addreſs sEr- 
VANTS In the name of God, before 
whoſe bar you ſhall appear to anſwer 
for all the deeds done in the body, and 
for the ſeriouſneſs, and ſelf inquiry, 
with which you hear this addreſs ;—I 
aſk you, are you faithful to the truft 
repoſed in you? eſpecially I aſk ſuch of 
you as are intruſted with buying, or 
felling, or the care of proviſions, or 
conſumable articles. Do you diſcharge 
your duties to your employers, as you 
will give an account before God ? 


The command is, Tuo sHALT 
LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF.” 
| The 
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The eighth commandment, Tuov 

SHALT NOT STEAL,” does not merely 

condemn flagrant acts of injuſtice, the 

falſe weight and the falſe balance !—it 

condemns every ſpecies of fraud in pet- 
ty matters, in every the leaſt inſtance, 


I therefore ſolemnly aſk you, do you 
manage your maſters property as if it 
was your own? Do you waſte his pro- 
perty no more than you would your 
own? How common is it for you to ſay 
My maſter is rich, and can well afford 
it; it is no injury to him, he will never 
feel the Toſs of it, beſides it is a little 
matter and of little conſequence”. 
What is this to the purpoſe? Will 
God forgive a robber becauſe the perſon, 
whom he robbed was able to bare the 
loſs? How futile will ſuch excuſes ap- 
pear at the day of judgment! Fraud is 
fraud; and no fin is little.“ 


_—_ 


* It is to he feared much of this conduct ariſes 


from ignorance, greatly owing to the neglect of pa- 


rochial catechiſing. I have known ſervants, who, 
from depraved habits, thought there was no evil 
in E frauds, pilfering ſmall articles, ſuch as tea, 


ſugar, 


\ 
| 
| 
| 
2 
| 
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Do you give away your maſters pro- 
perty without his conſent? If fo it is 
robbery ; or do you connive or wink at 


it, when you can prevent it? If ſo, you 
are an accomplice in the crime. 


Or, again, do you make a point of 


uſing the property of your maſter to the 


beſt advantage, that your employer may 
have the full benefit and credit of his 
property ; neither waſting it yourſelf, 
nor countenancing waſte in others? 


If you are allowed any little perqui- 
fites, or indulgences in the family, do 
you conſcientiouſly make uſe of them, 
not exceeding the privilege, or impo-. 
fing on the indulgence?—Let your con- 
ſcience anſwer this queſtion. 


But, alas! what ſhall I fay to thoſe 
fervants, who, in defiance of all duty 
and regard to their maſters intereſt, feed 
we worthleſs hangers on, people, who 
by their talking, lying, and miſchievous 


fugar, &c. that upon better information have been 
convinced of the evil, and actually made reſtitution. 
Lev. vi. 4, e. Prov. xXXvili. 24. a 


tongues, 


A 


„ | 
tongues, are nuiſances to their neigh- 
borhood—— W hat ſhall I ſay to thoſe 
Tervants, who conſume their maſters 
property in riot and intemperance; and 
enrich themſelves by a conſtant ſeries 
of diſhoneſty. | 


Alas how this evil prevails! eſpeci- 
ally in large eſftabliſhments—Were 1 to 
mention the confeſſions, which I have 
heard from ſervants, whom l have viſi- 
ted on their death beds, I could expoſe 
ſcenes the moſt iniquitous; I could men- 
tion whole families, who hive by the 
dreadful waſte of large houſeholds —— 
But I forbear. 


«© Exhort ſervants to be obedient to 
their maſters, and to pleaſe them well 
in all things; not anſwering again; not 
purloining but ſhewing all good fidelity; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things Titus ii. 9 10 


Purloining means pilfering, and applying 
to your own uſe, or acquaintances, 


your maſters property, contrary to his 
intereſt or inclinations, and oft affecting 
generoſity by theſe ſcandalous practices. 


Avoid 


— 
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Avoid eye ſervice;—do nothing vo] 

would not have inſpected-aſk your 

heart: if you are doing what you 

would not have known, depend upon 
it there is evil. 


Have you ever reflected, how much 
good is prevented by the ſin of waſte? 
Hew many maſters hands are reſtrained 
by this means? And, if ſo; while they 
ought not to ſuffer it, ſtill you are ac- 
Dy to the ſin. | 


How lovely and ceſpeRable was the 
conduct of Abraham's ſervant- with the 
moſt attentive regard to his maſter's con- 
cerns he even prayed to God to direct and 
proſper him in his engagements and as 
ſoon as the buſineſs was accompliſhed he 
haſted to return to his employer ——His 
conduct exibits a moſt ſtriking picture of 
a truly religious ſervant, as eminent for 
fidelity, diligence, prudence and affec- 


tion, as for a pious regard to God—The 
character of Joſeph is alike exemPlary; 


the ſcriptures have honored their charac- 


ters with deer agar to all generations 
their 
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their pious conduct when in a ſtate of 
#ervitude. Gen. xxiv. and xxxix. 


Let thoſe ſervants, who are conſcien- 
tious, a& up to their religious principles. 
Fear not being eſteemed ſcrupulous, or 
rigid, by wicked people. Far be it from 
you once to imagine that your acquain- 


tance with religion allows you to ſlacks - 


en in your moral duties. If you feel any 
ſuch reflections ſuggeſted, depend upon 
it they are ſug geſted by the enemy of 
your ſouls. Lou will beſt evidence the 
ſincerity of your faith, by your very 
particular obſervance of the duties of 
your ſtation; as you will hereby ſhew 


that your religion teaches you to do more 
than others. 


A godly ſervant will aim at being 2 
bright example of reverence, obedi- 


ence, ſubmiſſion, faithfulneſs, and di- 


ligence—. 1 Tim. vi. 1 &c.— Take heed 
to the thing that is right, for that will 
bring a man peace at the laſt.“ In the 
path of duty ſtand faſt by God, and the 
providence of God will ſtand faſt by you. 
++ Whatſoever ye do, do it heartily as 


C to 
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to the Lord, and not unto men.” And 
be ye well aſſured that the diſcharge of 
your duties in your reſpective ſituations 
15 as acceptable to your heavenly Fa- 
ther, as were the ſervices of Solomon 
in all his glory.—Co/of. iii. 22, &c. | 


i III. I ſhall now propoſe ſuch conſi» 
derations as may tend, by the bleſſing 
of God, to correct the evil complained 
of. 


| The six of prodigality. or waſteful- 
| neſs appears in that it is a breach of | 
| duty to our neighbour. It ſhews a 
want of humanity by its, diſregard to 
the neceſlities of others. All waſte is 
evil, as it leſſens the general proviſion | 
in the land, and thus remotely occaſions 
diſtreſſes the moft tremendous. 


OO OE _—_ 


It is an abuſe of divine goodneſs — l 
the bleſlings of Providence are by this 
_ means proſtituted to the baſe purpoſe 

of feeding and pampering vice; by 

which the God of providence is ditho- | 
noured. | | 


'The | 


1 
The charge which God delivers with 
our talents is, ** occupy till I come.” 
Waſte diſregards the injun&tion, and 
robs God of the ule, ſervice, and ho- 
nour of his bounties. 


The command of the Bible is, that a 
man ſhould even /abonur, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth.—F.ph. iv. 
28, But, when by want of due attea- 
tion your all is conſumed on the gene- 
ral expences of life, and nothing remains 
for God, for the ſouls and bodies of others; 


will not God conſider you as rebellious? | 


or will God ſuffer his demands to be 
ſo frivolouſly difpenſed with ?—Surely 
not. 


Such conduct oft induces God to 
withdraw his bounties. How eaſily 
may Providence ſay practically, Take 
therefore the talent from him.” The 
returns of trade flacken ; fome act of 
imprudence involyes the property, or 
unreſtrained extravagance waſtes it to 
nought. 


Max 
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Man needs no greater miſery than to 
be left to himſelf. In ſuch a caſe the 


only eonſtruction which moſt people 


can or ought to put on the event 1s, 
* I abuſed my mercies, while I had 
them; I did not glorify God with 
them, and now God has taken them 
away “.“ 


If men will not deny themſelves for 
God, God's providence will deny them. 


Remember thou art a ſinner, un- 


worthy of the leaſt common bleſſings; 
the very mercies, which we are ſo 


prone to undervalue and abuſe were 
all purchaſed for ſinful man by the dy- 
ing agonies of his Saviour. | 


There's not a gift his hand beſtows 
But coſt his heart a groan,” 
Thou art called to a life of sEIr-Dx- 


NIAL, as inſeparable from thy Chriſtian 
profeſſion f. 


It is alſo a real benefit to learn to di- 
* Compare P/a. li. 57. Ja. i. 23, 24. v. 
1—10. 


+ Mat, xvi. 24 &c.— 77t. ii. IT, &c. 
| miniſh 
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miniſh our wants, as it is a great means 
whereby to leſſen temptation. 


We mult all appear before the judg- 
ment-ſfeat of Chriſt. Let every heart 
enquire how ſhall F anſwer before God 
then? What excuſes will ayail ? 


When the books ſhall be opened— 
when God ſhall ſtrictly examine, what 
haſt thou done with the talents, which 
I committed to thy care? 


My friends, God will make this en- 
quiry, and how will you anſwer to it ? 
Will you reply,—I expended ſo much 
on the pomps and vanities of the world, 
the ſinfut luſt of the fleſh, the pride of 
life, the vanity of gaudy attire, the re- 
ſorts of public diſſipation, and that at 
the very time when thouſands were 
ſtarving around me. O how will ſuch 
language appear at the bar of God ! 


How much more deſirable to hear the 
Lord Jeſus addreſs you—*t I was an 
hungred and ye gave me meat, I was. 
thirſty and ye gave me drink, I was a 

7M ſtranger 
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ſtranger, and ye took me in; naked and 
ye clothed me, fick and in priſon and 
ye viſited me.” 


My brethren, have you no defire to 
ſerve your generation and glorify God? 
Have you no willingneſs to deny your- 
ſelf in order to do fo? Is there no ex- 
pence which you can contract, in order 
to be uſeful to others? ; 


What is there no luxury, which you 
will ſpare from your table to feed the 
hungry ? Is there no ſuperfluity of dreſs, 
which you will ſpare to clothe the 
naked? Is there no one comfort, which 
you will forego for thoſe, who want the 
comforts you enjoy? If fo, I aſk you, 
IN THE NAME OF THE LIVING Gop, on 
what ground do you call yourſelf A 
CurisTIAN? What pretenſions can you 
make to that ſacred character? What, 
ar2-you a diſeiple of him, who though 
rich became poor to enrich others? 


No; you have no {ſhadow of title to 
that high honour. | 


allow that thg gifts of Providence 
are 


N 
are variouſly allotted: one perſon has 
ſcarce ſufficient for common neceſſaries; 


another is almoſt oppreſſed with accus 
mulated wealth. | 


It is every one's duty to be juſt be- 


fore he is generous ;—but it is every 
one's duty alſo to endeavour to have 
wherewith to benefit others. And, 
where God hath endowed men - with 
more than bare competence, the dut 
riſes in proportion to their ſubſtance ; 
*« He that hath much ought to give 
plentifully,”” “not grudgingly, or as 
of neceſſity, for God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” 


Do not ſay, „I have ſo many ex- 
pences, and I cannot do it.” I reply, 
it is your duty to retrench and curtail your 
expences till you can. Had your property 
been in France, the Revolution would 
have compelled you, as it has thouſands, 
to fare leſs ſumptuouſly every day.— 


Let, then, not neceſſity, but a ſenſe of 


duty, teach you to adopt that conduct, 


E Tobit iv. 7, 8. + 2 Cor, ix. 6, 7. 
= | whieh 
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which may be a bleſſing to your o. n 
ſoul, and alſo to others “. 


I am perſuaded the moſt devoted 
Chriſtian will be firſt to acknowledge 
hen I look back on my life, which is 
paſt, and reflect how ſhort the remain- 
der may be! I ſee ſo much left undone ; 
ſo much, which might have been done 


better; that the review is full of grief 
and humiliation. I could have no hope 


of acceptance, but throngh the mercy 
of God in the Lord Jeſus. My prayer 
is, God be merciful to me a ſinner.” 


May God grant that every one of us. 
may be more active in future, that by 
due ceconomy and prudential manage- 


ment, we may be able to diſtribute, and 
ready to communicate. 


It is not my intention to plead the 
caule of promiſcuous almſgiving ; ſuch 
conduct is rather injurious than benefi- 
cial. What I would enforce is, that 
much may be done and ought to be done to 
mers the glory of God. There is 


Prov. xi, 25. | 1 
muc 
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much real diſtreſs in the world; even in 
this nation, with all its ſignal eminence, 
there is a great want of common inſtruc- 
tion, eſpecially as to the firſt principles 
of the Chriſtian religion. Much good 1s 
done, and much more might be done, 


by diſperſing Bibles and uſeful religious 
tracts, 


The general ſtate of the world is truly 
deplorable ; here then a glorious field 
opens for promoting the knowledge of 
the goſpel, and aſſiſting the pious miſ- 
ſionaries in their arduous undertakings®. 


lt muſt be matter of ſerious rejoicing to every 
well-wiſher to the intereſt of religion, to hear of the 
efforts made in this Nation to promote the truth. 
The Society for propagating the Goſpel in Foreign 


Parts ſupport, at this time, 64 miſſionaries and 


teachers——The Society for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge ſupports 7 miſſionaries, and circulated 
the laſt year 99,887 bibles and religious tracts 
The Society for promoting religious Knowledge 
among the Poor circulated laſt year 46, 524 bibles, 
&c. The Church of the United Brethren, at this 
time, ſupports 25 miſſions and 139 miſſionaries— The 
Baptiſts Independents, and other religious ſocieties 


are alſo uniting to promote the ſame bleſſed object. 


in foreign parts. May the Lord God accept all 
their endeavours, and cauſe his work to proſper 
in all their hands !! 

Let 


| 
| 
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Let theſe conſiderations recommend 
. Chriſtian benevolence. Reflect fre- 
quently on your Redeemer. The Son 
of God came down from heaven to /ave 
© ſinners. Such is our character by nature 
and practice yet whoever believes on 
the Son of God ſhall not periſh, but 
have eternal life. This is the Goſpel— 
and it is the power of God unto falva- 
tion to every one who receives it. At 
the ſame time it is as full of practical 
influence, as of richeſt conſolation. 


= 
— 
A 


"The grace of God, which bringeth 
ſalvation, teaches us to deny ungodli- 
neſs, and worldly luſts; to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly *.” 


r 


The man, whois a hearer of the word 
and not a doer, deceiveth his own 
ſoul f. 


Though our hope of glory be wholly 
of grace, and not of works, leſt any 
man ſhould boaſt, ſtill the practical in- 
fluence of the goſpel in every true diſ- 


| 
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* Tit. ii. Il, &c. 17 James i. 22. 


ciple 


1 

ciple uniformly produces repentancey 
whereby he .forlakes ſin- au, wheres 
by he receives the promules of God— 
and obedience, whereby he glorifies God 
and ferves his generation. So deeply 
do theſe principles enter into the Chriſ- 
tian character, that, where there is no 
benevolence, no deſire, or aim to do 
good, there is no religion. Whoſo 
hath this world's good, and ſeeth his 
brother have need, and ſhutteth up his 
bowels of compaſſion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him ?* 


I truſt theſe conſiderations will, by 
the bleſſing of God lead you to ferious 
and minute enquiry and prudential ar- 
rangement, 'that you may ſerve God 
better. But if herein J am unhappily 
miſtaken, let me tell you, that theſe 
words, if you think of them no more for 
the preſent, ſhall one day return to you 
with keen reflection, I mean when you 
lie upon your death bed, or ſtand before 
God in judgment—But ] will indulge 
more pleaſing expectations O may 


y ou, animated to do good by the dying 
* 1 Job iii. 17. 


love 
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love of your Saviour, therein be ſtead- 
faſt, immoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord; for as much, as 
you know that your labor is not in yain 
in the Lord. 
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